
Lee Larimore
May 27, 1941 - January 27, 2026

The memorial Mass celebrating the life of Lee Larimore of New York Mills will
be celebrated at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, June 19, at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Bluffton with Father Jean-Claude Duncan as celebrant. 

 Visitation will be held at the church on Friday from 12:30 p.m. until the time of
the Mass. Burial will be in St. John the Baptist Catholic Cemetery in Bluffton,
MN. 

 

Lee Bruce Larimore, 84, of New York Mills, MN, went home to be with his Lord
and Savior on January 27, 2026, passing peacefully at the Harlingen Medical
Center in Harlingen, TX. 

 

Lee was born on May 27, 1941, in Fairmont MN, to Kenneth and Beryle
(Hodgman) Larimore. He grew up in Granada, where he graduated from high
school in 1959. Lee attended Mankato State University while working in road
construction for his uncle Jack Hodgman. 

 

In January 1962, Lee chose to proudly serve his country. He served in the US
Navy and was in Vietnam on two tours as a Navy Seabee and was honorably
discharged in 1966. He was an American Patriot. 

 

After his military service Lee moved to South Dakota, where he worked road
construction, farmed, and owned a logging company. In 1975 he returned to



Minnesota, settling on full-time farming outside of the New York Mills / Bluffton
area. 

 

On March 19, 1978, Lee married Clarice Smith Blachowske, the love of his
life, and her four children, whom he forever considered his own. They built a
wonderful life together, and cherished spending time with their children and
grandchildren. He remained loving and committed to Clarice through many
years of dementia as her full-time caregiver until her passing in 2017. He
missed her every day since. 

 

Lee was a jokester with the greatest laugh and made friends wherever he
went. He was willing to lend a hand and always had a smile and a positive
attitude. He enjoyed skiing, golfing, bowling, hunting, cruising around on his
Spider motorbike, Sunday football, fried chicken and cold beer. He was an
active member of the Bluffton Lions Club and the VFW post 3922 for many
years. Thanks to his mom he was an avid reader, often reading a book a day
during retirement. 

 

In 2001, Lee and Clarice bought a fifth wheel and traveled the country. They
settled on South Padre Island, TX, where he wintered for 25 years, making
many longtime friends. 

 

Lee is preceded in death by his parents; Kenneth and Beryle; wife Clarice;
brother Gene; and grandson David. 

 

Survivors are his daughters Julia (David) Bachelder, Bonita Springs, FL and
Lisa (David) Goldberg, Duluth, MN; sons Thomas Blachowske, Bainbridge,
GA and Peter (Sherrie) Blachowske, Brandon, SD; grandchildren, Joshua,
Jared, Eric, Katie, Jessica and 13 great grandchildren; sisters Becky (Dennis)
Kjorlein, Jan (Mark) Huber; sister in-law Nancy Larimore; along with many
nieces, nephews and friends. 



Military honors will be provided by the Elmer Goche Post 3922, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Wadena, MN. 

 

In lieu of flowers memorials in Lee's name may be directed to the Bluffton
Lions or the VFW Post 3922 in Wadena.



Cemetery Details

St. John the Baptist Catholic Cemetery

310 Main St.
Bluffton, MN 56518

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 19. 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
310 Main St.
Bluffton, MN 56518

Memorial Service

JUN 19. 2:00 PM (CT)

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
310 Main St.
Bluffton, MN 56518

Burial

JUN 19. 3:00 PM (CT)

St. John the Baptist Catholic Cemetery
310 Main St.
Bluffton, MN 56518
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Lee & Patty Kicker - June 19 at 11:30 AM

Lee & Patty Kicker lit a candle in memory of
Lee Larimore

Michael Krause - June 18 at 03:19 PM

I worked with Lee at the road outfit in 1974. I a rookie greenhorn
operator, Lee was a consummate operating engineer, thoroughly
professional. That man could make a D8 Cat dance. He was
patient, observant, thoughtful, and kind to me. I had been told by
others he and I were related but never knew in which way and was
too callow, too proud to ask. 

  
I clearly recall 3 occasions in his presence that summer. I wish I had
had more. I can see and hear him vividly still to this day and regret
not making an effort to know him better. That fault is mine. Already
by then he had seen and done much and I would have benefited
greatly and enjoyed hearing more of Lee’s life stories. The man I
was around had a high level of personal integrity tempered by his
empathy and tolerance of his fellows. 

  
I am sure he and Clarice are rejoined in heaven and now walk hand
in hand together among the angels. My prayers and sympathies for
Lee’s family. May your many memories of times together sustain
you with the passing of his life richly lived. I was gifted to have been
around him so briefly way back when. Blessings for you all.
Sincerely, Mike Krause.
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jon and Patty Johnson - June 16 at 07:09 AM

Jon and Patty Johnson lit a candle in memory
of Lee Larimore

June 13 at 11:33 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Lee Larimore.

Karen Thomson Munson - April 25 at 01:36 PM

Karen Thomson Munson lit a candle in
memory of Lee Larimore

https://www.schullerfamilyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.schullerfamilyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

